Most of what is known of helminth faunas of Neotropical lizards is based on studies with West Indian anoles (see reviews in Dobson et al., 1992 and Goldberg et al., 1997) .
In general, those works (with some exceptions: e.g. Vogel and Bundy, 1987; Pacala and Dobson, 1988; Dobson and Pacala, 1992; Dobson et al., 1992) did not focus on factors such as environmental conditions, sex and size (age) of the hosts, and their possible effects on the helminth faunas of the hosts, which can be considerable (Aho, 1990) . Among mainland South American lizards, little is known about helminths of skinks in the genus Mabuya, which is represented by some 15 species in the Neotropics (Mijares-Urrutia and Arends, 1997). In their extensive review of the nematodes of Brazilian reptiles, Vicente et al. ( 1993) gave data for only two Mabuya species. Data for two other species of this genus are given in recent works by Van Sluys et al. (1997) and Ribas et al. (1998) . In the present study, we report the nematode fauna of a population of Mabuya frenata (Cope, 1862) in southeastern Brazil. In addition to the species composition and richness of the nematode community, we also address the overall prevalence and mean intensity of infection of the lizards, as well as their relationships to sex and size (age) of the host individuals and to seasonality and environmental conditions (temperature and rainfall) of the habitat. To our knowledge, there are no available data on the helminths of this widespread South American skink species, which ranges from Bolivia and the southern half of Brazil to northern Patagonia (Cei, 1993 The lizards were collected monthly with an air rifle. Immediately upon being shot, each lizard was transferred to a plastic sac containing cotton soaked with ether, in order to anaesthetise and kill lizards which had not died instantly. In the laboratory, after fixation with 10% formalin, we measured the snout-vent length (SVL) of each individual (to the nearest 0.1 mm) prior to dissecting them and checking the digestive tract (stomach and small and large intestines) for the presence of helminths (animals whose digestive tract had been damaged during collection were ignored). All helminths found outside the digestive tract were classified as belonging to the "body cavity". The helminths were mounted on slides and identified under a microscope. Seasonal and sexual differences in nematode infection intensity were tested using one-way ANOVA and differences in nematode prevalence between seasons, sexes and size classes were tested using the Z-test for proportions (Zar, 1984) . Voucher specimens of nematodes were deposited at the helminthological collection of the Instituto Oswaldo Cruz (CHIOC #33820-33838). All lizards examined are deposited at the Museu Nacional do Rio de Janeiro (MNRJ #6727-6976).
The SVLs of lizards ranged from 43 to 79 mm in males and from 48 to 91 mm in females. Of the 232 lizards examined, 127 were infected by at least one nematode (i.e. an overall prevalence of 54.7%). Four nematode species were found associated to M..frer2ata: Thelandros (= Parapharyngodon) sceleratus Travassos 1923 and Skrjabinodon sp. (Oxyuroidea; Pharyngodonidae), Oswaldofilaria sp. (Filarioidea; Onchocercidae) and Hexametra boddaertii (Baird, 1860) (Ascaroidea; Ascarididae), which was found only as 3rd stage larvae (table 1) . Three nematodes could not be identified due to their damaged state. They are listed in table 1 as "unidentified". Apart from the nematodes, the only other helminth that ocurred in the skinks was a single cestode (Oochoristica sp.; Linstowiidae), recovered from the small intestine of a young female (51 mm SVL). Mabuya ,frenata represents a new host record for all genera and species of helminths cited above. Most infected lizards (96.1 %) harbored only one species of nematode, while five (3.9%) were infected by two species. Of these, one had Oswaldofilaria sp. and Skrjabinodon sp., two had T. sceleratus and Skrjabinodon sp., and two had T. sceleratus and H. boddaertii.
Skrjabinodon sp. and T. sceleratus were found together in the large intestine of both lizards in which this pair co-occurred. The individual harboring the cestode also had an unidentified nematode (apparently belonging to a fifth species) in the large intestine. No lizards showed any external evidence of being infected.
The highest overall nematode prevalence (77.8%) was observed in July, while the lowest (22.7%) occurred in March ( fig. 1 ). Overall nematode prevalence in females (63.7%; n = 124) was significantly higher than in males (44.4%; n = 108) (Z-test; Z = -2.94, P < 0.005). Overall prevalence tended to increase with lizard size class (table 2).
